
 
 

U.S. Lotteries Declare Victory with Federal Wire Act Ruling 
Decision Preserves $23.4 Billion in Revenue Generated for Good Causes 

 
CONCORD, Ohio, June 11, 2019 – The North American Association of State and Provincial Lotteries 
(NASPL) is applauding the decision by a U.S. District Court judge who ruled in favor of the New 
Hampshire Lottery Commission in its lawsuit against the federal government over its 2018 
reinterpretation of the Wire Act.  
 
In a summary judgment issued on June 3, U.S. District Judge Paul Barbadoro ruled that the Wire Act 
only applies to sports betting and not lotteries or other forms of state-sanctioned gaming. He set aside 
the 2018 Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) opinion.  
 
In January, the OLC issued Reconsidering Whether the Wire Act Applies to Non-Sports Gambling, a new 
interpretation of the Wire Act that ran contrary to a 2011 OLC opinion. The new opinion said all forms 
of state-authorized gaming that use a wire communication, including sports betting, state lotteries, 
poker and casino games, violate the Federal Wire Act of 1961. In February, the New Hampshire Lottery 
filed a complaint in federal court challenging the DOJ’s new interpretation of the Wire Act in an effort 
to protect its ability to continue to sell lottery products to generate revenue for the state.   
 
As noted in the decision: “The Lottery Commission offers multiple types of lottery games. Those games 
include instant ticket and draw games that offer tickets for sale at brick-and-mortar retailers, multi- 
jurisdictional games such as Powerball and Mega Millions that permit tickets to be purchased either in 
stores or through the internet, and ‘iLottery’ games that sell tickets exclusively through the internet. 
Each game involves the use of interstate wire transmissions.” 
 
“This ruling is a complete victory for the 47 lotteries operating in the U.S., and for the important 
programs they support – which include education, college scholarships, economic development, the 
environment, senior programs, property tax relief and more,” said NASPL President and Arkansas 
Scholarship Lottery Director Bishop Woosley. “The impact of this 2018 opinion on legal state lotteries 
would have been devastating. Lotteries provided $23.4 billion in revenue to these good causes in fiscal 
2018 alone, and they are on track for a record 2019. Most lottery games, including multi-state draw 
game lottery sales – popular games like Powerball and Mega Millions – would effectively been 
outlawed under the new opinion.”  
 
About NASPL: The North American Association of State and Provincial Lotteries was founded in 1971. 
Evolving from an informal exchange of information among three pioneering lottery directors, the 
organization has grown into an active association representing 52 lottery organizations. NASPL's basic 
mission is to assemble and disseminate information on the lottery industry through education and 
communications, and where appropriate publicly advocate the positions of the Association on matters 
of general policy. 
Media contact: David Gale, Executive Director, 440-361-7962 or dgale@nasplhq.org 


